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THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION  AND 

NAPOLEON  IN  LITERATURE 

AND  CARICATURE 

THERE  is  no  more  fevered  portion  of  the  world's 
history  than  was  comprehended  in  France  be- 
tween the  fall  of  the  Bastille  and  the  defeat  of  Napo- 
leon at  Waterloo.  The  French  Revolution  was  cos- 
mopolitan. It  was  the  protest  of  the  ages  against 
the  growing  usurpation  of  power.  The  hour  devel- 
oped a  man.  Admiration  for  a  transcendent  genius, 
gratitude  for  services  to  the  nation,  a  crying  need  of 
order,  made  Napoleon  Bonaparte  emperor  of  the 
French.  His  downfall  was  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
divorced  liberty  and  civil  equality,  which  were  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  attempted 
the  impossible  in  trying  to  make  a  nation  free  with- 
out making  free  the  individuals  who  composed  that 
nation.  Yet  from  July  14,  1789,  to  June  18,  1815, 
the  world  was  in  travail  for  the  birth  of  a  new  and 
larger  freedom,  and  that  freedom  was  bom  only 
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when   the   world  <had    suffered    nigh   unto    death. 

It  is  but  natural  that  such  a  time  led  to  a  litera- 
ture and  that  the  collectors  of  books  and  portraits 
have  not  neglected  this  period.  The  library  of  Mr. 
A.  D.  S.  Bell  of  Ca,mbridge,;Mas^acCiusetts,  undoubt- 
edly contains  the  largest  collection  of  English  litera- 
ture and  porttaibire  reiatit'g  to  the  French  Revolu- 
tion and  Napoleon  to  be  found  anywhere  in  this 
country.  Curiously  enough  this  collection  grew 
(and  every  true  collection  grows  and  is  not  made) 
out  of  the  collector's  interest  as  a  boy  in  the  writ- 
ings and  life  of  Voltaire,  who  once  said  that  no 
rare  book  was  valuable  because  a  really  valu- 
able book  could  never  become  rare.  From  read- 
ing the  lives  of  Voltaire  and  Rousseau  and  Tom 
Paine  and  LaFayette  an  interest  was  naturally 
awakened,  which  led  to  a  deeper  study  than  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  reading  would  give,  in  the  French 
Revolution.  Mr.  Bell  was  fascinated  as  a  boy  with 
the  story  of  the  life  of  LaFayette,  told  as  it  always 
has  been  told,  with  an  extravagance  of  laudation. 
Some  day  in  the  not  far  distant  future,  he  believes, 
the  halo  will  be  removed  from  the  head  of  one  who, 
though  the  friend  of  Washington,  permitted  the 
death  of  the  discrowned  widow  of  Louis,  the  **  once 
brightest  of  queens,"  Marie  Antoinette. 

Thus  do  the  collector's  ideas  grow  with  his 
accumulated  and  accumulating  treasures.  That  the 
collection  is  not  generally  known  will  not  surprise 
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book  collectors.  Great  collections,  like  that  of  the 
late  Frederick  W.  French,  grow  best  in  the  dark.  To 
many  close  friends  of  men  like  Mr.  French  and  Mr. 
Bell  it  comes  as  a  revelation  that  they  are  interested 
in  book  collecting.  And  the  surprise  is  the  greater 
when  one  recognizes  the  years  of  labor  it  has  taken, 
the  unremitting  study  of  catalogues,  and  the  enlist- 
ing of  agents  in  all  parts  of  the  world  where  such 
material  might  be  secured,  to  build  up  a  collection 
which  stands  at  the  head  of  its  class. 

To  gather  the  contemporaneous  literature  relat- 
ing to  the  history  of  such  a  period  of  the  world's  life 
as  the  French  Revolution,  seems  an  impossible  task. 
Even  to  assemble  the  literature  in  English  relative  to 
that  great  past  is  to  bring  about  a  constant  mental 
unquiet.  The  dissonance  of  the  judgments  of  con- 
temporaries, the  strange  mixtures  of  the  comic  and 
the  tragic,  the  domestic  and  the  heroic,  the  records 
falsified  and  distorted  by  prejudice,  the  pictorial 
glorification,  the  humorous,  silly  and  venomous  cari- 
catures and  broadsides,  the  mere  number  of  books 
and  papers  to  be  handled,  bewilder  the  mind. 

Yet  the  collection  of  such  material  richly  repays. 
The  interest  in  it  grows— grows  from  within  out- 
ward, the  collection  itself  expanding  like  the  bark  ol 
a  tree.  It  would  be  easier  and  much  less  expensive 
to  limit  one's  self  to  a  smaller  field ;  to  collect  eulo- 
gies or  caricatures  of  Napoleon  alone;  to  gather 
narratives  of  the  horrors  of  the  Revolution.     Yet 
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such  a  collection  would  be  of  little  real  value  because 
of  its  asymmetry.  It  is  only  by  gathering  every- 
thing, good  and  bad,  the  commonplace  narratives  of 
the  time  and  the  real  "nuggets,"  that  the  collector 
reaches  anything  like  completeness  and  reality.  The 
unity  in  a  collection  so  secured  is  real,  if  it  is  not 
artistic.  It  has  coherence,  along  with  its  heteroge- 
neity. Thus  alone  do  we  gather,  as  Mr.  Bell  has 
gathered  through  years  of  untiring  industry,  the  ma- 
terials for  true  history.  The  lives  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Terror,  the  stories  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived, 
the  contemporary  accounts  of  the  trials,  the  history 
of  the  struggles  of  the  three  Estates,  the  sordid  re- 
cital of  deeds  of  meanness  and  passion,  the  grim 
relations  of  prisons  and  executions,  all  are  needed  to 
tell  the  story  of  the  Revolution.  And  to  follow 
Napoleon  through  his  career,  from  Corsica  to  Italy 
and  Egypt,  through  the  coup  d'etat  and  the  Con- 
sulate, through  the  Imperial  regime,  to  Moscow,  to 
Leipsic,  to  Elba,  to  Waterloo,  to  St.  Helena,  we  must 
have,  as  here  we  find,  contemporary  histories,  biog- 
raphies real  and  fictitious,  military  reports,  memoirs, 
trials,  collections  of  state  documents,  newspapers, 
broadsides,  portraits,  prints,  maps,  plans,  carica- 
tures, autographs,  medals.  Such  a  collection 
becomes  something  worth  infinitely  more  than  the 
sum  of  its  units.  It  is  the  Genius  of  History  em- 
bodied in  literature. 
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NO  man  may  say  when  the  French  Revolution 
began.  Voltaire  and  Rousseau  probably  never 
realized,  when  their  Hfe  work  ended  in  1787,  that  they 
had  been  preparing  the  material  for  the  volcanic  ex- 
plosion of  a  dormant  force  which  the  people  had 
always  possessed,  but  which  had  been  buried  out  of 
sight  under  the  bulwark  of  kingcraft.  Mirabeau, 
Robespierre,  Danton,  Desmoulins,  the  active  forces  in 
the  French  Convention,  had  little  conception  of  the 
flood  of  literature  v^hich  was  to  result  from  their 
work.  Yet  here  are  the  stories  of  the  beginnings, 
written  by  many  hands,  and  it  is  from  these  contem- 
poraneous narratives  that  we  gain  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  passions  awakened  in  this  hour  of  the  world's 
upheaval. 

Such  works  as  the  Biographical  Anecdotes  pub- 
lished in  London  in  1797  and  reprinted  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1803:  (both  editions  are  found  here:) 
Mirabeau's  Enquiries  Concerning-  Lettres  de  Cachet 
in  two  volumes,  London,  1787,  with  a  brilliant  im- 
pression of  a  rare  engraving  of  the  Bastille  as  a 
frontispiece,  and  Charles  Butler's  Connected  Series 
of  Notes  on  the  Chief  Revolutions  of  the  Principal 
States  Which  Composed  the  Empire  of  Charlemagne, 
London,  1807,  give  near  views  of  the  events  which 
brought  about  the  Revolution.  The  copy  of  the  last 
named  work,  which  is  owned  by  Mr.  Bell,  is  on  large 
paper,  and  contains  the  armorial  bookplate  of  the 
Rev.  Sydney  Smith.  A  work  like  Lieut.  Col.  Monej^'s 
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History  of  the  Campaign  of  1 792^  published  in  Lon- 
don two  years  later,  is  of  value  as  having  cleared  up 
much  of  the  mystery  which  attached  to  the  conduct 
of  General  Dumouriez. 

The  French  Revolution  was  not  without  its 
defenders,  no  matter  how  much  aghast  the  world 
might  stand  at  the  spectacle  of  a  whole  people  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  idea  that  they  might  with 
impunity  defy  the  powder  of  the  law,  and  that  the  old 
doctrines  of  divine  right  and  national  sovereignty 
were  outworn.  Burke  thundered  against  the  rising 
tide  of  revolt  across  the  Channel,  and  provoked 
James  Mackintosh  to  the  production  of  a  Defence  oi 
the  French  Revolution  and  Its  English  Admirers 
Against  the  Accusations  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke,  printed  in  Philadelphia  in  1792,  at  a  time 
when  the  Convention,  led  by  the  much-daring  Dan- 
ton,  was  preparing  to  ''throw  the  head  of  a  king  as 
a  challenge"  to  the  impending  coalition  of  the 
European  powers. 

It  needs  no  long  argument  to  show  that  the  cases 
of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette 
were  prejudged.  Indeed,  of  the  former,  Thomas 
Paine,  friend  of  liberty  and  a  delegate  in  the  conven- 
tion w^hich  condemned  Louis,  said  "  I  have  voted  for 
the  detention  of  Louis  and  his  banishment  after  the 
war,  but  I  am  much  afraid  that  the  speedy  execution 
of  the  sentence  of  Louis  will  rather  pass  for  a  deed 
of  vengeance  than  a  measure  of  justice."  The  dossier 
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is  inaccessible  to  most  students  of  history,  but 
in  the  report  of  the  trial  compiled  by  Joseph  Trapp, 
A.M.,  and  printed  in  London  for  the  author,  in  1793, 
there  is  given  one  of  the  best  accounts  published  in 
English.  Mr.  Bell's  copy  is  almost  as  fresh  as  new, 
and  beautifully  bound  by  Riviere.  The  author  of  this 
work  states  that  it  presents  no  likeness  of  Louis  for 
the  reason,  interesting  bibliographically,  that  no 
genuine  picture  of  the  murdered  king  had,  up  to  that 
time,  appeared  in  England.  This  lack  is  partially 
made  up,  however,  in  a  copy  of  the  Authentic  Trial 
at  Large  of  Marie  Antoinette^  Late  Queen  of  France^ 
Before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  at  Paris y  on 
Tuesday^  October  15th,  1793,  (London,  Chapman  & 
Co.,  1793)  which  not  only  presents  a  faithful  and 
readable  account  of  the  trial,  but  has  two  portraits 
of  the  unhappy  queen,  one  being  a  beautiful  stipple 
engraving  inserted  from  a  copy  of  Monthly  Beauties 
for  April,  1793. 

Following  these  publications  came  a  flood  of 
Memoirs,  some  written  in  England  from  the  stand- 
point of  those  who  still  believed  in  the  divine  right, 
while  others  are  translated  from  the  French.  A  rare 
one  filled  with  scandalous  details  of  court  amours, 
told  with  remarkable  freedom,  is  the  Memoir  of 
Marie  Antoinette,  ci-devant  Queen  of  Prance,  printed 
in  English  in  Paris,  and  reprinted  in  this  country  in 
1794,  A  few  years  later  Private  Memoirs  appeared, 
like    the   three-volume    London   edition    of    1797. 
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Dallas's  translation  of  M.  Clery's  account  of  Louis's 
confinement  came  out  in  L-ondon  the  following  year 
although  the  private  memoirs  completing  the  work 
did  not  appear  until  1817.  Meanwhile  the  history 
of  the  Revolution  was  occupying  the  attention  of 
writers,  in  spite  of  the  great  events  then  transpiring. 
Sampson  Parry's  French  Revolution  appeared  in 
London  in  1796  and  Goudemetz  translated  into 
English  the  Historical  Epochs  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, which  was  printed  in  Bath  in  the  same  year. 
Auber's  Tableaux  Historiques  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, in  three  volumes,  with  fine  mezzotints,  appeared 
in  Paris  in  1804.  The  War  in  the  Vendee  came  out 
in  1802.  A  rare  little  volume  which  appears  to  have 
escaped  the  attention  of  bibliographers  in  general, 
but  of  which  there  is  a  fine  copy  here,  is  Secret  Anec- 
dotes of  the  Revolution  of  the  18th  Fructidor,  Sept, 
4, 1797,  issued  in  London  in  1799.  Another  rare  lit- 
tle sextodecimo,  with  an  inserted  engraving  of  Paris 
as  it  appeared  more  than  a  century  ago,  is  entitled  : 
Revolutionary  Justice  Displayed  ;  or.  An  Inside  View 
of  the  Various  Prisons  of  Paris,  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  Robespierre  and  the  Jacobins.  This  was 
printed  in  Philadelphia,  circa  1795,  and  it  details, 
with  photographic  exactness,  the  life  of  those  con- 
fined in  the  Conciergerie,  the  Luxembourg,  the  House 
of  Arrest  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain,  the  House  of 
Port  Libre  (commonly  called  Le  Barbe),  St.  Lazarus, 
La  Plessis,  La  Force,  the  whole  horrible  list  of  death 
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pens.  It  is  a  harrowing  story,  and  was  designed  as 
the  first  of  a  series  of  narratives  by  prisoners  and 
eye-witnesses,  of  the  horrors  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion. To  some  extent  a  companion  volume  to  this 
may  be  found  in  Major  Watkin  Tench's  Letters 
Written  in  France  to  a  Friend  in  London^  printed  in 
London  in  1796,  but  unknown  to  Lowndes,  this  copy 
of  which  is  in  a  Bedford  binding  in  full  polished  calf. 
Sinister  reading,  these  contemporaneous  narra- 
tives of  the  uprising  of  the  Third  Estate.  Here  is 
one  of  them :  A  Circumstantial  History  of  the  Mas- 
sacre at  Paris  on  the  Tenth  of  August :  plainly  shew- 
ing the  Perfidy  of  Louis  XVL  and  the  General  Unan- 
imity of  the  People^  in  Defence  of  Their  Rights^  Lon- 
don, 1792.  This  appeared  as  a  letter  from  Paris  to 
an  English  newspaper,  August  22,  1792,  and  this  re- 
print in  pamphlet  form  of  an  account  which  might 
have  been  written  by  one  of  the  sans-culottes  himself 
is  bound  up  in  a  volume  lettered  Political  Tracts^ 
between  a  pamphlet  entitled :  The  Pernicious  Effects 
of  the  Art  of  Printing  upon  Society^  Exposed ^  and 
that  rare  Republican  tract  Peace  and  Union,  by 
William  Frend,  M.  A.,  Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  Cam- 
bridge, who,  for  the  writing  of  it,  was  ** banished" 
from  the  University  under  an  old  law  of  Elizabeth's 
time.  Twenty-seven  "  masters  of  arts  and  doctours" 
sat  upon  this  inquest,  which,  after  an  eight-days' 
trial  in  the  vice-chancellor's  court,  resulted  in  this 
curious  sentence.    An  appendix  on  the  "  Execution  of 
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Louis  Capet"  may  serve  to  explain  the  appearance 
of  this  pamphlet  here,  but  it  possesses  more  interest 
to  the  university  student  and  educator  than  to  the 
Napoleon  or  French  Revolution  collector.  How 
many  good  things  have  been  found  in  these  old  bound 
volumes  of  pamphlets !  What  interesting  side-lights 
have  been  cast  upon  the  manners  and  morals  of  the 
time  by  the  perusal  of  some  hitherto  unknown  work 
like  that  which  we  may  find  under  these  stout  calf 
covers!  Here  are  several  of  the  rarest  of  Napoleonic 
tracts  published  in  England  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  lost  to  memory.  The  Circumstantial  His- 
tory is  one  of  them,  a  narrative  which  strikes  the 
modern  observer  as  a  very  poor  piece  of  newspaper 
reporting,  plainly  written  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
republican  rather  than  the  loyalist. 

Here  are  Francis  Gibson's  Memoirs  of  the  Bas- 
tile,  printed  at  Whitby,  England,  in  1802 ;  and  so  we 
come  on  down  to  the  time  when  the  Revolution  was 
a  thing  of  another  generation,  pausing  only  a 
moment  to  glance  at  this  copy  of  A  Series  of  Letters 
Containing  a  Particular  Account  of  the  Massacres  of 
Paris  in  the  Months  of  June,  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, M,  DCC,  XCII,  printed  in  London  in  1793, 
and  the  rarer  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  Marat  by 
P.  Perodi,  of  General  Moreau's  staff,  printed  in  Bos- 
ton in  1818.  Volume  after  volume  is  filled  with  ac- 
counts of  that  time  when  France  was  glutting  itself 
with  blood ;  over  twenty  volumes  of  English  tracts, 
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six  volumes  made  up  of  magazine  articles  published 
in  American  periodicals  of  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century,  all  bespeak  the  universal  and  continuing 
interest  in  the  Terror. 

Ninth  Thermidor,  July  27,  1794,  with  its  decree 
of  death  to  Robespierre,  Couthon,  St.  Just  and  their 
followers,  brought  the  end  of  the  horrid  work  in  this 
shambles  of  the  world.  Pity  that  it  had  not  ended 
before.  Two  days  earlier,  *' eleventh  Thermidor,"  if 
you  like,  this  arrest  would  have  saved  the  young  and 
noble  Andre  Chenier;  Nineteenth  Brumaire  would 
have  spared  an  even  nobler  victim — Jeanne-Marie 
Philpon,  Madame  Roland.  But  Ninth  Thermidor 
brought  upon  the  scene  a  new  actor.  It  was  he  who, 
on  August  10, 1792,  from  the  window  of  a  shop  near 
the  Tuileries,  had  looked  down  upon  the  coup  de 
grace  of  the  dying  monarchy  of  Louis  XVI ;  who, 
when  ante-Thermidor  horrors  had  been  succeeded  by 
a  gayety  which  was  a  strange  blending  of  the  old 
regime  and  the  new  fanaticism,  had  stood  alone  and 
apart,  a  sphinx  in  the  *' Sphinx-like  capital";  who, 
disciplined  by  being  removed  from  all  command, 
found  himself,  fifteen  days  later,  accredited  with 
being  the  savior  of  the  nev^  Republican  constitution. 
Henceforth  his  name  overshadows  all  others,  and 
henceforth  this  collection  becomes,  not  a  French 
Revolution  collection,  but  one  of  Napoleoniana. 
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BUONAPARTE,  though  superior  to  other  men  of 
his  talents,  has  his  heart  still  narrowed  with  his 
original  selfishness,  and  remains  without  virtue  or 
humanity.  On  a  full  review  of  his  character  it  may 
safely  be  pronounced  that  his  heart  is  filled  v^ith 
every  bad  passion,  while  hardly  one  solitary  virtue 
is  to  be  found  in  their  company." 

Thus  does  the  first  American  edition  of  The  Revo- 
lutionary Plutarch,  Containing-  the  Biographical, 
Historical  and  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Buonaparte 
Family,  printed  in  Baltimore  in  September,  1806,  de- 
scribe the  man  who  said  of  himself,  in  Las  Cases 
Memorial,  published  ten  years  later : 

'*I  closed  the  crater  of  anarchy  and  brought 
order  out  of  chaos.  I  purified  the  Revolution  of  its 
defilement,  ennobled  the  peoples  and  established  the 
kings.  I  have  awakened  all  ambitions  everywhere, 
rewarded  all  merit  and  enlarged  the  borders  of  glory. 
That  is  something,  surely." 

The  Revolutionary  Plutarch  is  an  exceedingly 
interesting  little  volume,  particularly  in  this  scarce 
American  edition.  It  appears  that  in  the  twenty 
scurrilous  and  abusive  sketches  which  fill  this  duo- 
decimo, here  in  a  full  calf  binding  by  Bedford,  the 
sole  object  of  the  English  author  was  to  vilify  the 
Bonapartes.  In  so  doing,  attacks  were  incidentally 
made  on  the  Patterson  family  of  Baltimore,  and 
upon  Joshua  Barney,  a  respected  citizen  of  that  port. 
These   the    Baltimore  editor,   one  Stewarton,  who 
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reprinted  the  work,  saw  fit  to  answer  with  affidavits 
which  appear  only  in  this  edition. 

The  Secret  History  of  the  Court  and  Cabinet  of 
St,  Cloud,  the  Hbelous  Moniteur,  Les  Nouvelles  a  la 
Main  and  an  anonymous  History  of  Buonaparte 
published  in  1803,  all  the  products  of  a  time  when 
the  English  writers,  swayed  by  the  passions  of  the 
moment  and  the  popular  clamor,  either  could  or 
w^ould  not  tell  the  truth,  are  the  sources  of  these 
slanders. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Year  III.  was  decreed, 
Thirteenth  Yendemiaire.  Bonaparte  was  winning 
glory  in  Italy,  the  rest  of  the  world  was  for  the 
most  part  content  to  let  the  new  directors  direct  the 
affairs  of  France  as  they  pleased,  although  occasional 
protests,  like  that  of  the  Rector  of  Zurich,  John 
Caspar  Lavater's  Remonstrances  Addressed  to  the 
Executive  Directory  of  the  French  Republic  Against 
the  Invasion  of  Switzerland,  in  1799,  found  their 
way  into  print,  and  ultimately  into  this  collection. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  return  of  Napoleon 
from  Egypt  that  biographies  of  him  began  to  appear 
in  any  number.  The  results  of  that  expedition  are 
embodied  in  the  thirty-five  volumes  of  the  Descrip- 
tion de  VEgypte,  published  in  Paris  in  1821,  and 
here  appearing  in  the  finest  edition,  ^th  twenty- 
four  volumes  of  text,  ten  volumes  of  plates  and  one 
elephant  folio  volume  of  maps,  together  with  the 
volume  of  secret  friezes.    Thousands  of  dollars  were 
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expended  on  this  work,  which  remains  to  this  day  a 
monument  to  the  effectiveness  of  Napoleon's  labors 
as  a  missionary  of  civilization. 

One  of  the  earliest  of  the  biographies  is  Some 
Account  of  the  Early  Years  of  Buonaparte  at  the 
Military  School  of  Brienne  and  of  His  Conduct  at 
the  Commencement  of  the  French  Revolution.  By 
Mr.  C.  H.  One  of  His  School-Fellows,  London, 
1797.  In  1799  appeared  in  New  York  The  Identity 
of  Napoleon  and  Antichrist,  the  first  of  several  simi- 
lar works,  the  most  curious  of  which,  published  sev- 
eral years  later,  was  The  Corsican^s  Downfall.  The 
Rise,  Name,  Reign  and  Final  Downfall  of  Napoleon, 
alias  Nicolais  Buonaparte  shown  to  have  been  most 
clearly  predicted  by  the  Prophet  Daniel  2400  years 
ago  and  by  St.  John  the  Evangelist  1700  Years  Ago. 
By  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  This  curiosity,  described 
by  Ashton,  was  printed  at  Mansfield,  England,  and 
sold  by  James  Lackington,  probably  at  his  Temple 
of  the  Muses.  Mr.  Bell  has  a  dozen  or  more  of  these 
curious  books  or  pamphlets,  most  of  which  identified 
Napoleon  with  the  Beast  so  thoroughly  that  there 
was  then  little  doubt  of  their  correctness.  A  later 
rarity  of  the  same  sort  is  Napoleon  in  the  Other 
World,  a  Narrative  Written  by  Himself  and  edited  by 
**Xongo-tee-Foh-Tchi,  Mandarin  of  the  Third  Class," 
London,  1827,  with  a  curious  frontispiece  represent- 
ing an  angel  holding  Napoleon  in  one  hand  over  a 
remarkable  city.    An  exceedingly  scarce  biography  is 
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the  Authentic  Memoirs  of  Bonaparte,  Pirst  Consul 
of  the  French  Republic,  from  His  Birth  to  the  present 
Time ;  including  His  Parentage,  Military  Achieve- 
ments, Remarkable  Actions  and  Speeches,  Battles^ 
Victories,  Assassinations,  and  Peace  with  England, 
Interspersed  -with  Several  Curious  aud  Interesting 
Anecdotes.  Partly  translated  from  the  French,  with 
Considerable  Additions,  &c.  London,  n.  d.  (circa 
1802).  Mr.  Bell's  copy  of  this  contains  a  fine  por- 
trait in  stipple,  colored  by  hand,  showing  Napoleon 
as  the  First  Consul,  and  is  beautifully  bound  in  blue 
morocco  by  Larkins.  There  is  an  Extraordinary 
Life  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  published  at  York, 
England,  with  a  portrait;  aLife  published  in  Boston 
in  1815  by  T.  W.  White;  and  Ireland's  splendid  Life 
in  four  volumes  illustrated  by  Cruikshank,  the 
French  copy  of  which  has  only  twenty  plates  while 
Mr.  Bell  has  a  complete  set  of  twenty-seven. 

This  is  here  in  company  with  a  splendid  tall 
copy,  bound  in  full  calf  by  Zaehnsdorf,  of  "Dr.  Syn- 
tax" Combe's  Life  of  Napoleon,  a  Hudibrastic  poem 
in  fifteen  cantos,  the  first  edition  with  thirty  colored 
plates  by  George  Cruikshank.  Here  are,  among  a 
hundred  others,  Scott's  Napoleon  and  the  Reply  by 
Louis  Bonaparte,  1829;  Napoleon  and  the  French 
People  under  His  Empire,  1806,  a  work  which  is 
translated  from  the  German  edition,  which  purported 
to  have  been  translated  from  an  earlier  English  Life, 
but  which  was  really  original ;  the  two-volume  Life 
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of  Nelson  by  Rev.  James  Clarke  and  John  McArthur, 
1809,  on  large  paper ;  The  Historical  and  Unrevealed 
Memoirs  of  the  Political  and  Private  Life  of  Napo- 
leon Buonaparte,  London,  1819,  by  the  Comte  Chas. 

D.  O'G ;  a  rare  Life  of  Napoleon  by  Henry  Lee 

of  Virginia,  published  in  London  in  1837,  and  the 
apocryphal  Private  Hours  of  Napoleon,  by  Himself, 
Paris,  1816,  in  four  volumes,  handsomely  bound,  but 
as  worthless  as  a  history  as  they  are  valuable  to  a 
collection. 

Collectors  of  dramatic  literature  and  Napoleon 
matter  alike  will  find  particular  interest  in  a 
**  drama  "  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  pages : 

The  I  Caitiff  of  Corsica,  /  or  the  Universal  Ban- 
ditto,  I  An  Historical  Drama,  /  in  Five  Acts :  / 
Exhibiting  the  /  Characters,  Moral  and  Political,  of 
the  /  Principal  Personages  /  throughout  /  the 
French  Revolution.  /  With  /  Their  Portraits,  /  Re- 
duced from  the  Original  Oil  Paintings  in  the  Museum 
at  Paris.  /  —  /  London :  /  Printed  for  J.  Budd, 
Bookseller  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  /  Wales  at  the 
Crown  and  Mitre,  Pall  Mall.  /  —  /  1807, 

The  sketches  of  the  Republicans  which  precede 
this  dramatic  production  are  noted  particularly  for 
their  venom.  The  portraits  are  line  engravings  on 
copper,  and  the  drama  itself  is  in  five  acts.  The  first 
act  has  eight  scenes,  dealing  with  the  Revolution; 
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the  second  introduces  Bonaparte,  and  has  eleven 
scenes;  nineteen  scenes  in  the  third  act  show- 
Napoleon  in  Italy,  and  twenty  scenes  in  Act  IV  take 
him  through  the  Egyptian  campaign.  Act  Y  com- 
mences in  Paris  and  runs  through  no  less  than  thirty- 
five  scenes,  ending  with  Napoleon's  coronation. 

The  literature  of  the  coup  d'etat  and  the  Consu- 
late and  of  the  Napoleonic  wars  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  is,  so  far  as  it  appears  in  English,  only  small 
compared  with  that  of  the  Revolution  and  the  later 
Napoleonic  periods.  The  English  hatred  of  the  French 
manifested  itself  in  printed  pages  even  more  strongly 
than  in  deeds.  It  even  developed  a  magazine  —  per- 
haps the  first  on  record  which  was  started  with  the 
purpose  of  publishing  slanders,  for  such  were  most 
of  its  reprints  of  the  *' principal  papers,  tracts,  de- 
clarations, speeches,  poems  and  songs  on  the  threat- 
ened invasion."  This  was  The  Anti-Gallican,  pub- 
lished in  London  in  1808,  and  as  a  combination  of 
bombast,  bluster  and  vituperation  it  probably  never 
has  been  surpassed  in  periodical  literature.  Yet  here 
mention  must  be  made  of  one  curious  volume ;  the 
Trial  of  John  Peletier,  Bsq.,  for  a  Libel  Against  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  printed  in  London  in  1803;  a  re- 
markable affair  in  itself,  and  a  remarkable  account  of 
the  trial,  with  a  frontispiece  representing  a  sphinx 
with  the  head  of  Napoleon,  various  cabalistic  sym- 
bols and  designs  being  given  below  this  remarkable 
portrait.    Peletier  was  found  guilty  of  libel,  by  the 
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way,  but  the  breaking  out  of  war  prevented  execu- 
tion of  sentence. 

Passing  rapidly  by  a  hundred  or  so  of  volumes 
which  represent  the  history  of  the  New  France  and 
her  sovereign,  we  come  at  once  upon  a  flood  of  Eng- 
lish matter  relating  to  Waterloo.  Indeed  it  seems 
as  though  every  coigne  of  vantage  on  that  memor- 
able field  of  battle  must  have  been  occupied  by  an 
author,  for  the  accounts  dealing  with  the  campaign 
of  1815  began  in  that  year,  and  have  continued  in  a 
steady  stream  ever  since.  A  rare  book  which  ap- 
peared in  London  in  1814,  which  dealt  with  the 
events  leading  up  to  Waterloo,  is  the  Martia7  Achieve- 
ments of  Great  Britain  and  Her  Allies,  w^ith  splendid 
plates,  colored  by  hand.  McQueen's  Campaigns  of 
181:2-13-14, -prmtGd  in  Glasgow  in  1815,  is  one  of  the 
rarer  accounts,  and  there  are  at  least  a  dozen  works 
in  English  relative  to  the  letters  intercepted  by  the 
allies  in  the  North  Germany  in  1814 ;  while  volumes 
like  An  Illustrated  Record  of  Important  Events  in 
the  Annals  of  Europe  in  1812-13-14-  and  15,  with 
the  views  colored  by  hand,  are  chiefly  concerned  with 
the  events  of  Napoleon's  reign.  England^ s  Triumph, 
1814,  an  account  of  the  rejoicings  in  London  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  is  photographic  in 
its  detail,  like  Pepys,  while  a  pen-picture  of  the 
French  situation  is  given  in  a  rare  volume  entitled 
Paris  ;  During  the  Interesting  Month  of  July,  1815. 
A  Series  of  Letters,  Addressed  to  a  Friend  in  London. 
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By  W.D.  Fellowes,  Esq.,  London,  Gale  &  Fenner,  1815. 
A  volume  with  fine  line  engravings  of  Paris  nearly- 
one  hundred  years  ago  is  given  the  title  Graphic  Il- 
lustrations of  the  Features  of  the  French  Capital, 
With  Twelve  Stroke  Engravings,  London,  1816. 
Mention  must  also  be  made  here  of  those  rare  and 
valuable  works,  well  known  to  collectors,  although 
not  often  seen :  The  Campaign  of  Waterloo,  with 
colored  plates,  London,  1816,  and  An  Historical 
Account  of  the  Battle  of  Waterloo,  by  William 
Mudford,  London,  1817,  with  plates  drawn  and  en- 
graved by  George  Cruikshank  and  colored  by  hand. 
Colored  plates  were  the  fashion  in  valuable  books  at 
this  time,  and  some  of  them  appear  in  a  History  of 
the  Wars  Occasioned  by  the  French  Revolution.  .  . 
together  with  a  History  of  the  Revolution  in 
France,  by  William  Nicholson,  LL.D.,  London, 
1816.  This  work,  unknown  to  Lowndes,  is  further 
remarkable  for  containing  the  first  account,  so  far  as 
we  know,  of  the  actual  operation  of  the  submarine 
boat,  it  giving  a  description  of  **the  diving  boat 
-which  at  Norfolk,  U.  S.  A.,  tried  to  destroy  the  Ram- 
illies."  The  story  of  the  acts  of  Napoleon  from  the 
English  standpoint  is  told  officially  in  a  file  of  the 
London  Gazette  Extraordinary,  with  all  the  ad- 
denda, from  1797  to  1816;  with  accounts  of  the 
Battle  of  Trafalgar,  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, the  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry,  the 
abdication    of    Napoleon     at     Fontainebleau,    the 
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occupation  of  Paris,  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  the  final 
abdication  of  Napoleon,  together  with  many  other 
interesting  events  of  the  War  of  1812  with  this  coun- 
try and  the  War  with  France.  Old  newspapers  have 
much  of  interest  sometimes  when  of  little  value. 
These  volumes,  constituting  a  remarkable  file,  have 
both  interest  and  intrinsic  worth.  As  specimens  of 
the  editing  of  that  day  compared  with  modem 
American  journalism,  they  are  especially  interesting. 
The  denouement  did  not  bring  the  end  of  the  lit- 
erature, ho^wever,  of  either  the  French  Revolution  or 
the  Napoleonic  period.  There  was  a  very  flood  of 
memoirs  and  journals.  There  were  various  apocry- 
phal narratives,  and  much  **  newly-discovered  evi- 
dence" of  various  sorts,  like  the  Manuscript 
Transmitted  from  St.  Helena  by  an  Unknown  Chan- 
nely  published  anonymously  in  an  English  transla- 
tion but  emanating  from  the  pen  of  Jacob  Frederick 
LuUin  de  Chateauvieux,  in  1817.  There  are  numer- 
ous works  like  Hyde's  Private  Anecdotes  of  Foreign 
Courts,  London,  1827,  and  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Margravine  of  Anspach,  London,  1826,  or,  as  the 
Jockey  Club,  that  scurrilous,  extremely  loose  and 
gossipy  excoriator  of  royalty  put  it,  ''The  M— g-v-ne 
of  A-sp-ch."  A  scarce  and  interesting  book  of  this  sort 
is  The  Duchess  of  Berri  in  La  Vendee,  London, 
1833,  by  General  Dermoncourt,  who  arrested  Her 
Royal  Highness  at  Nantes.  There  is  one  remarkable 
book,  too,  which  deals  with  events  of  this  time,  but 
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whicli  was  not  published,  evidently  being  intended 
only  for  private  circulation.  This  is  the  Speeches 
of  the  Right  Honorable  Charles  Abbott  (Lord  Col- 
chester), in  Communicating  the  Thanks  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  the  Military  Commanders,  1807- 
1816,  With  a  Biographical  Memoir  and  an  Appen- 
dix, London,  1829. 

Without  making  any  attempt  to  collect  the  later 
Napoleonic  literature,  which  can  be  picked  up  at  any 
time,  Mr.  Bell  has  not  neglected  to  secure  all  the  im- 
portant standard  works,  not  forgetting  the  Life  by 
Tom  Watson,  of  whose  writings  the  Cambridge  col- 
lector is  a  great  admirer.  A  volume  which  has  abso- 
lutely no  literary  merit,  but  which  is  a  curiosity,  is 
Pads  Monumentum,  dedicated  to  Frederick  Wil- 
liam III.,  Alexander  I.  and  Francis  I.,  printed  in  thirty 
languages  in  a  handsome  volume  evidently  sold  by 
subscription.  And  there  are  many  volumes  of  scarce 
tracts,  like  the  Narrative  of  Jean  Horan,  coachman 
to  Napoleon  for  ten  years,  which  has  a  curious  fold- 
ing frontispiece  of  Napoleon's  escort  of  peasantry 
mounted  on  stilts,  near  Bayonne  — a  plate  unknown 
to  most  Napoleon  collectors. 

Only  the  briefest  outline  has  been  given  of  this 
marvelous  collection  of  books,  nor  has  mention  been 
made  of  the  many  works  which  relate  to  Nelson  and 
the  English  commanders,  or  the  pamphlets  hawked 
about  the  streets,  like  Britain^s  Glory,  or  the  Tars 
of  Old  England  Triumphant.  Price  one  penny.  1798 , 
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or  of  the  many  poems  ^^hich  were  called  forth 
by  the  events  of  the  Revolution  and  the  follo\Nring 
years.  One  of  these  poems,  however,  which  is  not 
mentioned  in  Wegelin's  Early  American  Poetry^ 
deserves  to  be  named.  It  is  the  Monody  on  the 
Death  of  Sir  John  Moore,  Boston,  1811,  written  by 
that  son  of  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  who  had  his 
name  changed  from  Thomas  Paine  to  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Jr.,  on  the  ground  that  **  Thomas  Paine"  did 
not  give  him  a  Christian  name. 

The  literature  of  the  Napoleon  medals  is  a 
considerable  one,  and  includes  here  the  Medal- 
lie  History  translated  by  Miss  Ann  Mudie  Scar- 
gill  from  the  original  manuscript,  which  was 
intended  to  be  published  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment; the  translation  being  published  in  London  in 
1820  by  J.  Shaw,  although  another  work  with  the 
same  title  had  been  published  by  Rodwell  &  Martin 
in  London  the  year  before.  Without  attempting  to 
collect  medals  Mr.  Bell  has  come  into  possession  of  a 
number  of  them,  including  the  set  made  by  Andrieu 
on  Napoleon's  return  from  Russia,  as  well  as  four 
beautiful  miniatures,  one  of  Napoleon  by  Aubry,  and 
the  others  representing  Marie  Louise  and  Lucien 
Bonaparte. 

Of  the  caricature  of  Napoleon  this  is  probably  the 
most  remarkable  collection  in  existence  outside  of 
France.  It  contains  more  than  twice  as  many  as  can 
be  found  in  the  Ropes  collection,  and  in  spite  of  the 
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fact  that  Ashton  required  two  large  volumes  to  de- 
scribe the  caricatures  of  Napoleon,  a  considerable 
supplement  might  be  made  from  the  caricatures  "Not 
in  Ashton,"  which  are  in  this  collection.  Most  of 
the  caricature  of  Napoleon  was  humorous.  Some  of 
it  was  silly  and  some  merely  spiteful,  but  a  biog- 
raphy might  be  written  from  these  caricatures  as  a 
collection  and  the  account  would  be  no  farther  from 
the  truth  than  many  of  the  contemporary  biogra- 
phies. Of  the  hundreds  of  caricatures  it  is  impos- 
ble  to  give  descriptions.  The  work  of  Rowlandson, 
Gillray  and  the  Cruikshanks,  with  their  oftentimes 
gross  humor,  are  all  represented  here,  together  with 
the  finer  work  of  Leech,  Tenniel  and  other  illustra- 
tors, less  known.  It  may  be  said  that  every  notable 
caricature  described  by  Ashton  may  be  found  here, 
and  also  those  which  Ashton  mentioned  but  did  not 
describe,  as  being  unsuited  to  the  refined  taste  of 
modern  readers. 

The  threatened  invasion  of  England  by  Bona- 
parte was  the  period  of  greatest  activity  for  the 
caricaturists  and  satirists.  A  good  sample  of  these 
patriotic  cartoons  is  Gillray's  extra-sized  picture 
published  June  10,  1803,  French  Invasion,  — or 
Buonaparte  Landing-  in  Great  Britain,  In  this  the 
French  fleet  is  represented  as  near  the  shore  of  Eng- 
land and  boats  of  armed  men  are  putting  off,  but 
Bonaparte  and  the  French  cavalry,  already  landed, 
are  represented  in  a  state  of  utter  demoralization. 
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Napoleon  has  thrown  away  his  sword  and  takes  to 
flight.  The  repelling  party  is  composed  of  a  small 
number  of  infantry  with  two  guns.  This  represents 
very  accurately  the  popular  belief  of  the  cartoonists 
that  the  British  people  were  equal  to  any  emergency. 
The  condition  of  the  stock  market  at  that  time, 
however,  showed  that  the  invasion  of  England  was 
looked  upon  as  a  very  possible  danger,  and  the  price 
of  provisions  did  not  reflect  the  easy  confidence  of 
the  cartoonists.  The  threatened  danger  averted, 
however,  the  caricatures  took  on  less  of  braggadocio 
and  while  later  cartoons  have  no  less  bitterness  they 
show  more  sanity,  as  a  rule.  The  Nursery^  with 
Britannia  Reposing  in  Peace,  here  in  a  colored  line 
engraving,  is  one  of  them. 

Of  the  caricature  portraits  of  Napoleon,  Gillray's 
print,  7^he  King  of  Brobdingnag  and  Gulliver,  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting.  It  is  here  represented  in 
a  print  of  extra  large  size  and  colored.  Ackerman's 
colored  prints  like  The  Birth  of  Buonapart,  and 
Boney  at  Brussells  and  a  host  of  others  of  the 
same  class  are  among  the  choicest  specimens.  The 
hieroglyphic  portrait  of  The  Destroyer  originally 
appeared  in  Germany,  the  face  of  Napoleon  being 
made  up  of  the  figures  of  his  victims.  This  was 
copied  by  Ackerman  in  English  with  the  title  Napo- 
leon, the  First  and  Last,  by  the  Wrath  of  Heaven, 
Emperor  of  the  Jacobins,  Protector  of  the  Federation 
of  Rogues,  Etc,     Of  this  Mr.  Bell  has  the  original 
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German  print  and  two  forms  of  the  Ackerman  issue. 
In  another  of  these  hieroglyphic  portraits,  which 
varies  from  that  described  in  Ashton,  Napoleon,  the 
Corsican  Phoenix,  is  represented  with  his  throat 
encircled  by  a  serpent.  Along  -with  these  come  pic- 
tures akin  to  our  modern  puzzle  pictures  designed  for 
the  **  children's  column,"  in  which  Napoleon  is  repre- 
sented in  various  characters,  and  a  curious  magical 
print,  in  which  there  is  a  colored  representation  of 
the  Devil ;  upon  reversing  the  print,  the  other  side  is 
found  to  bear  a  full  length  profile  of  Napoleon. 

The  portraiture  of  Napoleon  might  be  extended 
to  great  length  from  this  collection.  Of  the  serious 
portraiture,  there  is,  for  instance,  a  complete  set  of 
the  Epinal  collection  illustrating  the  history  of 
Napoleon.  These  plates,  each  24x15  inches,  are  done 
in  color  by  Georgin,  the  execution  being  fine  and  the 
coloring  unusually  brilliant.  So  far  as  is  known,  Mr. 
Bell  possesses  the  only  complete  set  in  America,  com- 
prising the  whole  sixty-five  pieces.  There  is  a  splen- 
did stipple  engraving  of  Napoleon  as  the  First  Con- 
sul, with  a  spirited  battle  scene  of  Marengo  below 
the  portrait.  A  folio  colored  steel  engraving  by 
Lavachex  of  Paris;  a  folio  mezzotint  by  Longhi, 
with  a  very  fair  representation  of  the  French  banner 
and  the  regulation  army  sword,  but  with  a  portrait 
which  must  be  imagined  to  represent  Napoleon ;  the 
Charon  engraving,  done  in  line  and  stipple  and  an 
exceedingly  brilliant  mezzotint,  1805;  Napoleon  le 
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Grand,  by  Desnoyers;  the  list  might  be  extended  for 
hundreds  of  numbers  more  but  the  repetition  would 
be  tiresome.  One  more  portrait,  however,  must  be 
mentioned.  This  is  a  large  folio  mezzotint,  in  perfect 
state,  colored  by  hand  and  representing  Napoleon 
and  Louise  in  their  coronation  robes ;  the  artist,  Bar- 
tolozzi.  So  far  as  is  known  this  is  unique ;  the  only 
portrait  of  Napoleon  by  Bartolozzi,  and  this  the  only 
copy. 

The  broadside  epoch  in  Napoleonic  literature  was 
practically  the  same  as  that  which  gave  birth  to  the 
greater  number  ol  Napoleon  caricatures.  Of  these 
broadsides,  J.  Asperne  was  the  principal  publisher. 
Aspeme  was  a  successor  to  Mr.  Sewall  at  the  Bible 
Crown  and  Constitution,  32  Cornhill,  and  some  of 
his  broadsides  were  striking  pieces  of  work,  printed 
in  red  and  black,  like  the  Theatre  Royal,  England, 
in  Rehersal  and  Meant  to  Be  Speedily  Attempted,  A 
Farce  in  One  Act,  Entitled,  '  The  Invasion  of  Eng- 
land '  Principal  Buffo,  Napoleon  Buonapart,  Being  His 
First  and  Most  Likely  His  Last  Appearance  on  This 
Stage.  For  the  Benefit  of  John  Bull.  With  this  is 
the  ** anticipated  criticism"  of  the  play.  Another 
broadside  of  Asperne's  is  the  Duke  of  Shoreditch,  or 
Barlow^ s  Ghost,  Barlow^  being  a  shop-keeper  in  Lon- 
don, and  Shakespeare^ s  Ghost,  in  which  we  are 
told  that  *' Shakespeare's  Ghost  Our  Immortal  Bard, 
who  was  as  good  an  Englishman  as  Poet;  whose 
breast  glowed  as  much  with  enthusiastic  Love  of  his 
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Country  as  his  Fancy  with  Poetic  Fire ;  addresses  his 
Countrymen  in  the  following  animated  strain." 
This  was  printed  by  Luke  Hanford  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  Hanford  being  only  one  of  a  dozen  who 
supplied  Aspeme  with  broadsides  relating  to  Napo- 
leon. Who  is  Bonaparte?  is  a  severe  denunciation, 
w^hich  was  followed  by  the  printing  of  resolutions  by 
several  parishes  on  the  threatened  invasion  of  Eng- 
land ;  Bob  Rousem^s  Epistle  to  Bonypart ;  "An 
address  to  those  brave,  gallant  and  loyal  hearts,  the 
commanding  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Marines,  of  The 
British  Navy,"  and  the  popular  song,  Britons!  !  to 
Arms !  !  of  w^hich  thousands  probably  were  printed 
and  thrown  away  when  the  threatened  invasion  was 
averted.  The  end  of  the  danger  is  announced  in  a 
broadside,  or  rather  an  advertising  handbill,  which 
reads : 


"On  Monday  the  18th  inst.  was  published  A 
Pamphlet  Entituled  The  Country  in  Arms:  Or  No 
Danger  from  Invasion,  Written  by  an  Old  Soldier. 
The  sentiments  -which  it  contained,  being  peculiarly 
calculated  to  raise  the  spirits  and  elevate  the  Nation- 
al Tone,  it  is  trusted  that  the  opulent  Part  of  Society 
will  vie  with  him  in  laudably  promoting  its  circula- 
tion." 

One  broadside  here  is  believed  to  be  unique.  It  is 
a  scurrilous,  not  to  say  blasphemous  publication  in 
Latin  and  English,  issued  by  W.  Keegan,  August  26, 
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1803.  It  is  a  parody  of  the  Episcopal  Te  Deum,  and 
bears  a  curious  engraving  showing  *'The  Fandango 
as  Danced  by  enslaved  Nations  by  order  of  Buona- 
parte." The  title  is  A  New  Te  Deum^  in  honor  oi 
Napoleon  Buonaparte,  Ordered  to  be  sung  in  all 
places  of  Worship,  throughout  France,  Italy,  Swit- 
zerland, Holland,  Egypt,  etc.  The  Latin  and 
English  texts  are  in  parallel  columns,  the  closing 
paragraphs  of  the  translation  reading : 

**  Deign,  Oh  Nappy  to  leave  the  World  in  Peace 
&  Quiet ;  and  at  least  spare  those  Fools  who  have 
put  their  Trust  in  Thee. 

*^  Oh  Satan,  give  him  a  good  warm  corner  in  Hell, 
for  he  has  been  thy  faithful  servant. 

**  And  as  he  has  relied  on  Thee  let  him  partake  of 
thy  Torments  now  and  forevermore.    Amen." 

Autographs  Mr.  Bell  has  never  attempted,  the 
field  having  neither  beginning  nor  end.  Nevertheless 
a  few  have  drifted  in  with  the  tide  of  books,  and  a 
rare  autograph  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  several  sig- 
natures of  Napoleon  and  the  members  of  his  family 
have  been  kept.  Especially  interesting  is  a  letter 
signed  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  a  lieutenant  of 
artillery  at  Ajaccio. 

Flotsam  and  jetsam  accumulate  w^ith  any  col- 
lection like  this,  and  yet  have  a  place.  For  instance, 
the  auction  catalogues  of  the  effects  of  Napoleon, 
which   were    sold    at    Sotheby's    (then,    curiously 
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enough,  in  Wellington  Street,  Waterloo  Bridge, 
Strand,)  in  1823,  and  of  the  effects  of  Barry  O'Meara 
and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  which  likewise  passed  tinder 
the  hammer,  are  of  much  interest  to  the  collector. 
So,  too,  is  an  engraved  and  illustrated  ticket  of  ad- 
mission to  St.  Paul's  on  Thursday,  July  7, 1814,  *'To 
attend  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  on  the 
Solemn  Occasion  of  Returning  Thanks  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  happy  Restoration  of  Peace." 

Unsurpassed  as  a  collection  of  material  in 
English  relating  to  the  French  Revolution,  with 
Napoleoniana  in  the  form  of  books,  caricatures, 
broadsides,  portraits,  the  Bell  collection  may  truly 
be  described  as  magnificent.  The  thousands  of  dol- 
lars which  might  represent  its  value  in  the  auction 
room  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  what  it  is  worth  to  a 
student.  With  unlimited  means  the  collector  who 
would  duplicate  this  collection  to-day  would  be 
compelled  to  spend  years  in  search  of  some  of  its 
rarities,  and  would  be  baffled  by  its  unique  items.  It 
is  a  collection  which  embodies  the  conception  of  the 
true  collector.    It  approximates  an  ideal. 


35 


m 


!m" 


^  V 


^r  i<: 


YC  74694 


864775 


-'"  i 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA  LIBRARY 


